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COMMITIEE ON AGRICULTURE
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Room 1301. Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
FUR USE Friday, August 1, or thereafter

WASHINGTON -- A comprehensive study of the multi-billion dollar food stamp program
has been launched by the House Agriculture Committee.
Committee Chairman Thomas S. Foley, D-Wash., said today the purpose of the
study is to ferret out abuses as well as weaknesses and needs, with a view to
enactment of legislation to improve the efficiency and adequacy of the program.
"We want all those who need food stamps to get them promptly," said Chairman
Foley, "but we also want to improve and strengthen the program by correcting any
abuses which may exist."
Background of the study:
in the Food Stamp Program.

There are now over 19 million people participating

The cost for the current fiscal year is estimated

at $6.8 billion, making it second only to medicaid as the most costly Federal
program providing assistance to low income families.
Observing that the food stamp study by the Committee should contribute greatly
to an understanding of the program scope and operations, Foley said it may lead
to legislative proposals dealing with growing public and congressional concerns
regarding size and cost.
As an example of points to be probed, Congressman Foley cited numerous
recent reports suggesting that a great many people with incomes substantially
above the poverty line are able to get food stamps.

The Committee wants to find

out the extent to which such households are actually participating in the program.
In addition, there has been a growing number of complaints about the
administrative complexity of the program, with total administrative costs alone
now running nearly $2 million a day.

The study will review procedures and solicit

the views of those directly involved to identify areas of possible simplification.
Changes should work to the advantage of recipients who are plagued by delays and
likewise to local administrators bogged down in red tape.
The study also will touch on the question of adequacy, or inadequacy, of the
amount recipients pay for the food stamps they receive.

Eligibility standards

for recipients will come in for review.
The study will provide information on a wide range of alternative program
combinations, and deal with cost and impact on participating families.

-2Chairman Foley said the s·tudy is being made under the direction of
James Springfield, former Deputy Administrator of the Food and Nutrition Service
in the Department of Agriculture.
As an initial step in the study, Springfield has asked welfare officials
in every state to submit to the Committee data they compiied in April on Food
Stamp hoUseholds.

When this is received and processed through computers, the

Committee expects to have varied but pertinent information regarding recipients,
including information on approximate numbers of strikers, students, and military
personnel, and people with high gross incomes.
Recent hearings by the Committee brought testimony from USDA officials
that they do not have such information now.

The nearest thing to such data was

that gathered in a random survey of 2,200 households questioned in November of
1973, a study done under contract let to a private research firm.

The Food

Stamp Program has rapidly expanded since that time, when the majority of
recipients were persons on welfare.

That no longer is the case.

From time to time as the study develops the Committee expects to make its
findings public, along with proposals which have been made for changes in the
program.

Early next year the material then could be used, along with public

comment that may have been made on the periodic reports, to draft remedial
legislation for consideration at public hearings.
While the Committee has no field hearings scheduled in connection with the
study, it does plan to solicit information from state welfare officials throughout
the nation and from others considered authoritative on the problem.
and recommendations will be sought and carefully

reviewed.

Their views

A major questionnaire

now is being prepared for widespread dissemination among welfare officials to
determine the exact nature of the administrative problems.
Aside from possible assistance from universities and other organizations
in the compilation and analysis of data, the Committee expects to rely on the
Congressional Research Service of the Library of Congress, the General Accounting
Office, and the Agriculture Department.
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